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Journal of Architecture, A.LR.O.C.
Reports & Critical Notes, pp.161~172, 1990~ (3.

A study on the Waterfront Space Pattern and
Waterfront Landscape in Bangkok, Thailand.

by Shiann-Far Kung, Instructor, Dep. of Urban Planning, National Cheng-Kung Univ.
KEYWORDS Waterfront Landscape » Waterfront Architecture » Sala » Pillared House

ABSTRACT As a famous "water city". Bangkok is also known as "The Oriental Venice".
however. its waterfront landscape and architectural types are quite different from those
of Venice. This article tries to clarify some of its unique waterfront features. It first
introduces three essential attributes to the development of Bangkok and its waterfront
architectural patterns: natural environment. traditional Thai architecture, and lifestyle of
Thais along the bank. Then. based on the location where ladder being set for approaching
waterway. six waterfront space patterns of waterfront architectures in Bangkok region are
identified: the "sala" type is the most notable among them ; it provides not only the
necessary space for engaging urban waterfront activities but also symbolic and aesthetic
meanings to the environment. In sum, the composition of all these waterfront space types.
before the waterfront architecture and right on the shoreline. is vital for the uniqueness of
the waterfront activities and landscape character in Bangkok.
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