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A Study on the Cultural Landscape of Traditional Salt Village Settlement —

Taking Dingshan Settlement, Qigu as an Example
Po-Chih Chen®  Chun-Lin Lin™ Su-Hsin Lee™ Yi-Ling Tseng"™*  Ching-Yi Tu™"""
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ABSTRACT

The Cultural Heritage Preservation Act (Taiwan) was amended in 2005 with the addition of new category of “cultural
landscape.” Over the past decade, a total of 75 cases of “cultural landscapes” have been identified, and “industrial cultural
heritages” have been the main members. Based on the observation of the registered cases, emphasis is mainly put on the
industrial heritage itself and seldom put on the integration with settlement, revealing the lack of “combination of human
beings and nature.” Due to the conceptual gap, “cultural landscape” is often confused with architectural cultural assets.
Therefore, this study took the “Dingshan Settlement” located in the center of “Qigu Saltworks” as the research object and
used the “historical geography research method” to investigate relevant information, perform field research, and record
relevant data. Through the combination of industrial relics and settlement, this study established a “historical model” for
research analysis and compilation of results, in order to conform to the substantive research case with the concept of
“combination of human beings and nature.”

The native culture of Dingshan Villagers formed the belief of offering sacrifices to “mountain gods” and “Wang Ye,”
which became the cultural heritage of the settlement. During the nearly 290 years of use of saltworks (to make a living),
the villagers faced five major environmental changes — “industrial transformation,” “threat of foreign aggression,” “flood
invasion,” “colonial policy” and “population growth.” Through the adaptation model of “technical power,” “belief power”
and “political power,” villagers inherited, transformed, and coordinated these changes, and then gradually adapted to
environmental changes. As a result, “Dingshan Village” is a salt village settlement with multiple patterns, including sun-
dried salt industry, Wang Ye belief and regional center. Besides, this Village is also featured by the long-term results of
“interactions between nature and human beings” and belongs to the substantive case of “a continuing landscape” in “the
organically evolved landscape.”
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